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Synopsis

By 1529, the year of publication of Luther’'s Large Catechism, parishioners took the Gospel for
granted. Many had forgotten at what great peril the freedom of their faith had been won. In the
Large Catechism Luther set out to inculcate the centrality of the Gospel that was largely neglected
and whose freedom was frequently abused. Whether Luther is therefore dealing with the Ten
Commandments or the Lord’s Supper, the dynamic of the Word of God as Gospel provides the
cutting edge for what he says. To obscure the Gospel is to lose everything; to illuminate it is to gain
all it promises. But it is not a Gospel with a purely individualistic thrust. To risk all for the Gospel is to
relate one’s self to society and the Christian community. And it is this corporate dimension of the
Gospel, involving him who believes all to serve all, which gives Luther’s exposition of the basic
ingredients of the Christian faith such significance and relevance. Therefore the Large Catechism is
a primary source for an understanding of the Christian ethos in action in Reformation Christianity.
The Gospel is particularized. The social situation comes alive in concrete terms in a language

whose meaning is unmistakable and clear.
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Customer Reviews

About the Author: "Martin Luther (November 10, 1483 A¢a -4 ce February 18, 1546) was a German
monk, theologian, and church reformer. He is also considered to be the founder of
Protestantism.Luther’s theology challenged the authority of the papacy by holding that the Bible is

the sole source of religious authority and that all baptized Christians are a general priesthood.



According to Luther, salvation was attainable only by faith in Jesus as the Messiah, a faith
unmediated by the church. These ideas helped to inspire the Protestant Reformation and changed
the course of Western civilization.Luther’s translation of the Bible into the German vernacular,
making it more accessible to ordinary people, had a tremendous impact on the church and on
German culture. The translation also furthered the development of a standard version of the
German language, added several principles to the art of translation, and influenced the translation of
the English King James Bible. His hymns inspired the development of congregational singing within
Christianity. His marriage to Katharina von Bora set a model for the practice of clerical marriage
within Protestantism.Luther is also known for his writings about the Jews, the nature and
consequences of which are the subject of scholarly debate. His statements that Jews’ homes
should be destroyed, their synagogues burned, money confiscated, and liberty curtailed, were
revived and given widespread publicity by the Nazis in Germany in 1933A¢a —a ce45. As a result of
this and his revolutionary theological views, his legacy remains controversial." (Quote from

wikipedia.org) --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Along with the Small Catechism with Explanation, written by Dr Martin Luther, the Large Catechism
should be included in one’s basic family or individual library. It provides further understanding of the
Lutheran Religion. As an adult convert from Roman Catholicism into the Missouri Synod Lutheran
Faith by *Affirmation’, | possessed the mistaken idea that | really didn’t need to readjust my belief
system too much... Golly, was | wrong. It didn’t just involve the ‘'what did’ Dr Luther teach, it's the
Biblically-based 'why did’ he teach it that is so stunningly soul satisfying to me. Over the past 14
years I've suffered from 'Foot-In-Mouth-Disease’, asking many ’ignorant’ questions (I thank God that
| was amongst friends) in our church’s many weekly Bible Study or annual 'Lay Leadership’

Courses... Oh Man!! | should have bought this book, for "The Cure’, 14 years ago...

Expanded version of the catechism upon which is based the doctrine of the Lutheran Church. All
children in the Lutheran Church must study Luther's Small Catechism before they are confirmed in
the faith. Adult Christians would do well to read and study the large catechism, which is a brief
summary of all Holy Scripture, in order to understand and instruct their children on spiritual and

temporal matters; to have a fuller understanding themselves of all Christian doctrine.

Martin Luther was a brilliant man. His writings are thoughtful and stimulating. I'm sure this is meant

to be read repeatedly in order to fully grasp the depth of its content and meaning. As a cradle



Catholic | was raised to believe Luther was a madman and a heretic. He was neither. This is not an

easy read. It is important and serious, and well worth the time and effort invested in reading it.

Next to the Holy Bible, Luther’'s Large Catechism is a must for all believers. It was necessary for this

to be memorized when | was in parochial school and has stayed with me through the years.

Anyone want to learn about Luther and the Lutheran Church will appreciate the man who brought

reformation to Religion.

iT IS AN ACCURATE COPY OF HIS ORIGINAL CATECHISM

What a wonderful introduction to the faith. | highly recommend it.

Something we all need to devote ourselves too daily.
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